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Laws are a set of specific rules that help in governing a particular country or state across the world. They help put every activity in the communities involved in a place where social deviance is discouraged since different consequences come along with the laws enacted. More importantly, they maintain peace among the citizens of the state involved since there are the guidelines set for them to follow. Additionally, there is a total order in the societies involved whereby activities are done there to track a systematic order that cannot be compromised at any time of the day since laws made are being in use. Not forgetting the function of social justice being promoted, it is evident that there are different social classes in every community whereby different individuals have different statuses (Elrod, & Ryder, 2020). At times, these statuses may corrupt judges whereby the rich may involve themselves in bribery while the poor are left without justice being served since they have nothing to offer on the table. It is a condition that is in line with the topic of discussion, juveniles, and how they should be treated in line with justice. It is a concern to most societies since the juveniles are sometimes taken to the adult courts for sentencing against the laws of a country.
       Kipland Kinked, popularly known as Kip was born on 30th August 1982. His parents were Faith Zuranski and William Kinkel. There was a history of severe mental disorder from both sides of his family, and thus his Paranoid Schizophrenia can be attributed to genetic inheritance. From a young age, Kip portrayed antisocial behaviors and was prone to violence. His interest in guns made his dad enroll him for gun handling lessons, and by the age of fifteen, Kinkel owned his first gun. Kip was enrolled in Thurston High school in Oregon State, where he seemingly continued to behave antisocially. He often talked of his interest in the army and the unquenchable desire to know how it feels to kill someone. One time, he pranked his classmates with fake bombs that popped out of their lockers. Talks of violence and chaos excited him, and he would, at times, be enraged over small things. His anger issued prompted his parents to take him to anger management school and psychological therapy. His therapist diagnosed him with paranoid schizophrenia, but Kip deliberately pretended to be getting better so people would not label him "crazy." This undermined his recovery. Kinkel procured a gun and brought it to the school premises and was expelled for this reason.
       He did not seem angered by his expulsion, arrest, and his father's threat to take him to military school if he did not change his behaviors. On the morning of his mass shooting in a school, he shot his dad at the back of his head before dragging him to the bathroom and covering his body with a sheet. When his mother arrived home, Kip shot her five times and covered her body with a sheet ("Who Is Kip Kinkel? - Chronology | the Killer at Thurston High | FRONTLINE | PBS", 2020). The police found a note that said he took his parents' lives to save them from the embarrassment he caused them. Kip proceeded to school, where he killed two students, Ben Walker and Mikael Nickolauson, and injured twenty-five others. The police found him and took him to custody, where he attacked one officer with a knife he was hiding. Kip was sentenced to serve 111 years in prison and was bound to an adult prison even though he was 15 years old. The paper reflects on current state laws that pertain to sending juveniles to adult bound prisons, risk factors that may have contributed to Kip shooting his parents and schoolmates, and forensic risk assessment that would be appropriate to evaluate these risks. I will also give my personal views on the results of the forensic assessment and the ethical concerns that may impact my case study.
Oregon State laws on sending juveniles to adult courts.
[bookmark: _GoBack]       Initially, the law stated that children between 15 and 17 years who had committed capital offenses like rape, kidnap and murder was to be tried in adult courts. People have had different views on these laws; the supporters claim that sentencing juveniles to adult prisons will prevent others from committing similar offenses. The opposers claim that the rules are oppressive to teenagers and should be more lenient. These laws were revised, and the new ones took effect as from 1st January 2020. The new law stated that for such crimes, only one judge would preside over the case. This means that the culprit will be tried in a juvenile court and not an adult court. A jury of judges will no longer try teenagers, and the decision to sentence the criminal solely lies in the hands of one person. The judge will analyze the evidence presented to him before giving a ruling on the number of years the perpetrator of the crime will serve.
         The law is also clear that those below the age of 18 will not be charged to life imprisonment without parole or a release date. Parole would come 15 years into the sentence. Juveniles will have the chance to improve their behavior and be released to serve the rest of their sentence but under community supervision. The juvenile is entitled to a second hearing halfway through his or her sentence. These reforms have faced opposition from people who argue on lenience. Activists, retired judges, and leaders from the Youth Authority and Oregon Department of Correction supported the new laws on juvenile cases.
Risk factors that may have contributed to Kip's actions.
School shootings have become a massive action and especially in the United States. It has been an activity that has involved lots of risks, which include loss of lives whereby most of the students shot succumb to death, and they cannot survive the shootings. Another risk involved in the shots is the health of the students, whereby after the blasts, some of them go through trauma, depression, and many other physical, emotional, and psychological problems that may take a while to heal. The risks involved are in line with the risk factors in the shooter's actions, whereby one of the main elements of threats is the little concern from parents about their children's wellbeing. It is important to note that when parents are not primarily involved in their children's social lives, there is a higher probability of them getting shot or getting harmed in all ways.
 The first reason is mental illness. Kip was diagnosed with acute paranoid schizophrenia. He claimed that he often heard voices in his head that commanded him to do things. In his assessment, he said he heard three voices. Voice A told him to be violent and kill his parents and schoolmates. Voice B hauled insults, and demeaning words at him, and voice C reverberated what A and B said. His mental disorder can be attributed to genetic factors considering his family had a history of mental illness. His desire to know how it feels like to kill people and his rage is also a psychological issue. Kip attended anger management school to help him deal with his anger outbursts. From when he was little, Kip was antisocial, and his peers described him as weird. Kip was also suicidal. At the police station, he kept asking the officer to kill him because he was tired of living. These factors clearly show that Kip was of an unstable mind and had suffered from mental illness for a long time.
        The other risk factor is his access to guns. His father enrolled him for gun handling classes at a young age. To him, he was quenching his son's obsession with guns. His dad did not consider that Kip may have had underlying issues that made him interested in ammunition. The dad bought him his first gun, a 2.2 caliber long rifle, and later on a 9mm Glock at just 15 years ("Who Is Kip Kinkel? - Chronology | the Killer at Thurston High | FRONTLINE | PBS", 2020). He did not put into account that his son having a gun would be a threat to him, his family, and the society at large. William Kinkel also owned a gun; hence growing up around ammunition was normal to Kip.
         Another reason is bullying. He was antisocial and struggled to form bonds with other students. Kip was mostly spotted alone while in school. His peers bullied and avoided him, saying that he was weird and would get angry a lot. Not having friends contributed to his depressive behavior. He sought for friendship outside school, where he would hang out with dropouts and kids who had been to juvenile ("Who Is Kip Kinkel? - Chronology | the Killer at Thurston High | FRONTLINE | PBS", 2020). Such bad company meant that Kip was encouraged to commit offenses like carrying a gun to school. He also had a hard time in class because he was slow and thus prone to more bullying.
        Lastly, Kip was a motivated offender. In his letter, he says he killed his parents to save them from the embarrassment he caused them. He was also motivated to buy a gun and carry it to school, a behavior that warranted him a felony. On the day of the shooting, kip seems happy with his doings because he finally gets to know how it feels like to kill someone. He had an interest in bombs and even made a false one prank his classmates. His favorite play Romeo and Juliet motivated him to use death as a way to end suffering
Forensic assessment instruments that would be appropriate in evaluating these risk factors
       Forensic assessment is necessary for assessing factors that may have led to the criminal's actions. These protocols are observed to avoid a repeat of the offense and keep the community safe (Weinstock et tal, 2013). A theoretical and clinical approach would be best for this case study. The theoretical method evaluates the behavior of the individual before determining if they portray lower or higher risks of antisocial behavior (Shapiro 2016). The clinical approach seeks to analyze and evaluate dynamic factors affecting the criminal and may prompt clinical intervention. Based on the evidence provided, an actuarial assessment should be conducted. The forensic psychiatrist will use the Violence Risk Appraisal Guide to gauge the risk of Kip being violent again. This kind of tool takes into consideration the environment kip was brought up in and his criminal records. Being brought up around guns and attending gun training puts him at risk of acting violently upon accessing one. The perpetrator sneaked a gun to school and later took part in a mass shooting. He should, therefore, be monitored to avoid acting irrationally due to anger. The assessment will also look into his performance at school. Kip was a poor performer in school, and this may have angered him. He may, therefore, find himself being violent in case he is asked to take a test or further his studies while in prison. This tool will analyze his antisocial behavior to know whether he will be a threat to other people in jail or not.
       Another tool favorable for this case is structural clinical judgment. It determines the clinical history of the offender. Forensic psychologists will dig into his past mental health records and the treatments he received. Kip had paranoid schizophrenia and depression and was under medication ("Who Is Kip Kinkel? - Chronology | the Killer at Thurston High | FRONTLINE | PBS", 2020). He was also seeing a psychologist but stopped attending sessions after his parents thought he was making progress. During the mass shooting, Kip was not of a stable mind. The forensic psychologist will, therefore, recommend Kip to a psychiatrist who will determine if he needs to continue his treatment and therapy. This will avoid cases of him acting on the voices in his head and posing a threat to other peoples in his surroundings.
My opinion on this case.
  	According to ("Who Is Kip Kinkel? - Chronology | The Killer at Thurston High | FRONTLINE | PBS", 2020), Kip was only 15 years old when he was sentenced for life without parole or evaluation by a judge. He was tried by a jury and bound to an adult prison. His sentence meant that even with a change in behavior and ethical conduct, he would remain in jail for the rest of his life. In my opinion, bullying was not the only reason why he committed homicide, killed two more students, and injured twenty-five others. His mental condition is the core reason why he acted the way he did. He struggled with a mental disorder for so long that it overpowered his humanity. I feel like it was unfair for him to be judged by a jury and receive such a sentence. At just the age of 15, realizing you will spend the rest of your life in prison can push you into depression. Kip already had an existing mental illness he was struggling with, and so sentencing him to 111 years would only make things worse. If I were part of the jury, I would propose a lesser sentence for him. This, however, does not mean I do not consider how family and friends of victims of the mass shootings feel.
Ethical concerns that may impact my work on this case.
        Some ethical dilemmas may occur in the case of my study. First is the issue of professional credentials (Shapiro, 2016). Some forensic psychologists may present false information about their papers and work experience to give the jury, judges or a client an impression that they are good at what they do (Weinstock, Leong, Silva 2013). Lying about employment history and qualifications will undermine the case and possibly present false facts on the case. Secondly, some forensic scientists do not follow laboratory protocols. Other forensic psychologists have been reported to defile laboratory rules, such as not making sufficient analysis of the samples. Some even give conclusions without evaluating containers. This is unethical and biased behavior that undermines their competence and integrity. Thirdly, privately employed forensic investigators tend to give unsatisfactory evidence due to lack of supervision and funding. Having less money for research on cases will impact the overall conclusion because the work is done will be shady and shallow.
       Fourthly, some incompetent researchers delegate work to other people. It is unethical for scientists to take up a lot of work that they end up with a backload forcing them to seek help from other people. These third parties may not have experience in the field, thus undermining the credibility of the research. It is also very unethical for the practitioners to share their findings with other people other than those in court since public judgment may undermine judgment. Lastly, forensic psychologists may exploit their clients either by charging too much for their research, threatening to give bad reviews on the case, and sexual advances. These are some of the challenges faced by people who source then services of a criminal scientist.
Conclusion 
               In summary, it is essential to note that when the juveniles of a particular state are harassed, there is no future for that society. This is because young people are the future of any community, and once, they are not taken care of, their tendency to be rebels in that society is high. Additionally, the legal systems of any state across the world determine the way the juveniles of a country are treated; this is obvious since most of the rules and policies in concern with the way they should be treated come from them. It is important to note that juveniles are never intended to do most of the crimes, such as school shootings since they are young and are innocent. The difference only comes when they are influenced by older people in the school systems, such as professors who put them at the risk of committing crimes. This calls in for quick attention for both parents and teachers to be on the lookout to enhance moral uprightness among the juveniles so that they don't go through hard and rough times in the hands of law enforcers. Kinkel's action caused pain and suffering to those involved, but he also acted out of anger and in an unstable state mind. It is an occurrence that will always linger in the minds of people and forever be in the history of Thurston High School. Two decades down the line, Kip still serves his sentence. Reforms in the juvenile criminal system have been made, and, in the event that his case is heard for the second time, then he should undergo psychological tests to evaluate if he is still a risk to himself and the community. Forensic scientists should also uphold high levels of integrity at all costs since they took an oath of practice.
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